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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed on 06/12/2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

2. In re page 9-10, applicant argues that Inoue fails to disclose control means for 
recognizing a controlled state of an external recording device when a communication is 
enabled with the recording device such that when the application is executed as a 
function of a command issued by the imaging device, only a command for a termination 
of the application is allowed and all commands are disabled, recited in claim 1 . 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Inoue discloses in fig. 2, 3, 5, 

col. 3 lines 46-col. 7 lines 4, col. 9 lines 60-col. 12 lines 10 that " system control 

unit.... Includes a microprocessor .... Turner unit., descrambler demultiplexer 

decoder.... IEEE SP 1394 interface in accordance with the user's operations on the 

operation unit .... which has various operation switches for channel selection, turning on 
the power supply.... system control unit .... includes a memory... which stores the 
memory capacity and the remaining memory capacity of each of the recording 
apparatus.... the system control unit .... reads information relating to the recording 
capacity and the recorded capacity of a recording medium mounted in each of the 

recording apparatus from an identified recording apparatus via the IEEE during a 

recording operation and when a reservation is made to record stores the read 

information in the memory within the system control unit the system control unit 

compares the remaining memory capacity of a selected recording apparatus with the 
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memory capacity required for recording tlie program, in accordance with selection of tlie 
recording apparatus on tine picture frame displaying the remaining memory capacity by 

the user's operation on the operation unit If the remaining memory capacity is 

sufficient, the Ul-picture-frame configuration unit.... The display control unit... are 
controlled so as to end display of the picture frame indicating the remaining memory 
capacity and to start recording in the selected recording apparatus for a predetermined 

time period ", " a recording apparatus in which a recording medium is 

detachably mountable, information relating to the recorded contents of the recording 
medium mounted in the recording apparatus is read via the IEEE.... Interface.... And 
the recording medium is specified by comparing the read information with information 
relating to the recorded contents recorded.... ". Inoue discloses control state (controller 
controls the recording mediums through the memory which stores the memory capacity 
and the remaining memory capacity of each of the recording medium for recording) of 
an external recording device (recorder A, recorder B, recorder C) when a 
communication (fig. 2 (212, 213)) is enabled. Inoue discloses a remote control for 
controlling power supply, menu buttons for displaying a menu picture, recording button 
for recording a program, reproducing button for reproducing a program, EPG button for 
displaying an EPG picture frame, etc. Remote control allows the recording device to 
execute an application needed for recording and any type of command issue from the 
remote control, only that command is allow and other command is disabled. For 
example, if recording button is depressed, only recording button will be working and 
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other button will be disabled; if power supply button is depressed for turning off, only 
that button will allow to work, other button will be disabled. 

3. Dependent claims are rejected for the same reason as discussed in the 
corresponding paragraph 2 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
7,123,813 by Inoue. 

5. Regarding claim 1, an imaging device configured to output imaging data that is 
obtained by imaging of an object, the imaging device comprising: 

• communication means for communicating data (fig. 2 (212, 213), fig. 3) 

• control means for recognizing a controlled state of an external recording 
device when a communication is enabled with the recording device 
through the communication means conforming to a predetermined 
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transmission metliod (fig. 2, 5, col. 3 lines 46-col. 5 lines 60, col. 9 lines 
60-col. 12 lines 10); 

• and input means for allowing the recording device to execute an 
application needed for a recording operation obtained by controlling the 
recording device (col. 5 lines 42-60), wherein 

• wherein, when the application is executed as a function of a command 
issued by the imaging device, only a command for a termination of the 
application is allowed and every other command is disabled (fig. 2, 3, 5, 
col. 3 lines 46-col. 7 lines 4, col. 9 lines 60-col. 12 lines 10, a remote 
control for controlling power supply, menu buttons for displaying a menu 
picture, recording button for recording a program, reproducing button for 
reproducing a program, EPG button for displaying an ERG picture frame, 
etc. Remote control allows the recording device to execute an application 
needed for recording and any type of command issue from the remote 
control, only that command is allow and other command is disabled. For 
example, if recording button is depressed, only recording button will be 
working and other button will be disabled; if power supply button is 
depressed for turning off, only that button will allow to work, other button 
will be disabled), and 

• the recording device records the imaging data that has been obtained 
through the communication means based on the application executed by 
means of the input means (fig. 2, col. 3 lines 46-col. 5 lines 60). 
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6. Regarding claim 2, tlie imaging device further comprising display means for 
displaying the progress of an application needed for a recording operation obtained by 
controlling the recording device (col. 5 lines 38-60, fig. 4, col. 7 lines 46-col. 9 lines 59). 

7. Regarding claim 3, the imaging device wherein, when communications are 
enabled with a plurality of the recording devices through the communication means 
connected respectively to the recording devices, the control means selects the specific 
recording device as a communication target on the basis of unique node IDs assigned 
respectively to the communication means, and refuses to communicate with the other 
recording devices than the selected recording device (fig. 2, 5, col. 3 lines 46-col. 5 lines 
60, col. 9 lines 60-col. 12 lines 10). 

8. Claim 4 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding claim 

1 above. 

9. Claim 5 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding claim 

2 above. 

10. Claim 6 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding claim 

3 above. 

1 1 . Claim 7 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding claim 
3 above. 

12. Claim 8 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding claim 
1 above. 
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13. Regarding claim 9, the imaging device wherein the communication means is 
connected outside of the imaging device (fig. 2 (212)). 

14. Claim 10 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 9 above. 

1 5. Claim 1 1 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 

claim 9 above. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NIGAR CHOWDHURY whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8890. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 AM - 5 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Iran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

NC 

10/24/2008 



/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



